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An itinerary of more than three hundred and fifty texts, marked by the greatest writers as 
the beautiful witnesses who were unjustly forgotten by Belgians but also by foreign 
travelers: Sigmund Freud, Victor Hugo, Rainer Maria Rilke, Jean Cocteau rubbing 
shoulders with the Prince of Ligne, Émile Verhaeren, Camille Lemonnier, Max Elskamp, 
Henri Michaux, Georges Simenon, Marcel Thiry, Marguerite Yourcenar, Henry 
Bauchau, Dominique Rolin, Pierre Mertens, Pierre Alechinsky, Eugène Savitzkaya, 
Jean-Pierre Verheggen, Jean-Philippe Toussaint, Caroline Lamarche… 
Let more than two hundred authors from the fifteenth century onward, from the North 
Sea to the Ardennes, between Campine and Gaume, be unveiled, revealing that which 
intrigued them, fascinated them or hurt them. 
The texts, often astonishing, offer curiosities to all. They speak in turns of a physical 
place; of History and those who made it or were made to suffer in it; of ways of life, of 
love and of work present in their respective milieus. With, at the end of each stage, a 
way of passing to the foreign, an irrepressible, fantastic surge… A compendium more 



than an anthology, this journey to the heart of landscapes, histories, and of men gives 
Belgium a rich image far from clichés.  
 
 
 


