
Main Title Africanisme et modernisme : la peinture et la photographie 
d'inspiration coloniale en Afrique centrale : 1920 – 1940 / 
Jean-Pierre De Rycke.  

 
Published/Created Brussels: P.I.E.-Peter Lang, 2010.  
 
Description 
321 p. 
 
ISBN 
978-90-5201-687-0 
 
Cote 
MLA 27076 
  
Other titles 
Africanism and Modernism: colony-inspired painting and photography in central Africa: 
1920 – 1940 
 
Subjects 
Central Africa 
Colonialism 
Africanism 
Arts 
Avant-garde 
Modernism 
Orientalism 
Primitivism 
André De Ridder 
Expressionism 
Art Deco 
Jazz 
 
Notes 
essays 
 
Series 
Documents pour l'Histoire des Francophonies : Afriques, 21 
 
Type of material 
book 
 
 
At a moment where the artistic milieus grew tired of the refinements and vapidity of the 
Art nouveau, the profound aesthetical need for rejuvenation through contact with a 
radically different culture that was still qualified as “primitive” was felt. The advent of Art 



deco between the wars became as such an avatar of primitivism. It is essentially in this 
current that appeared most Africanist painters and photographers (Auguste Mambour, 
Alexandre Iacovleff, Fernand Lantoine, Pierre de Vaucleroy, Allard l’Olivier, Marc 
Allégret, Casimir Zagourski, etc.) who each discovered Africa in their own eyes during 
this period. Less well known than the radical primitivists like Picasso or certain 
expressionists who are their contemporaries, their names and the works merit 
rediscovery.  
 


