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The “Heures” trilogy constitutes a poetic ensemble that is rare in European literature.  
These three collections celebrate the conjugal love that links Verhaeren to his wife, the 
painter Marthe Massin.  
Les Heures Claires (1896) speaks of the ardor of young love; Les Heures d’après-midi 
(1905) sings of calmed love in the years of maturity; Les Heures du soir (1911) dares to 
face the hour of death, which will be that of separation. 


